




Welcome 
to SOAR













The Wisconsin Experience 





Check out Guide for a virtual 
schedule! We also have 

included a physical copy in 
your bags! 





Introduction to

Advising at UW-Madison
Helping students achieve their academic and career goals



Academic Advisors at UW
Advisors are professionally prepared UW staff 

Advisors provide coaching and mentoring about the 
college experience

Advisors provide customized advice and suggestions



Today
Learning & Exploring

Tomorrow
Decisions & Enrollment

Group and individual advising 
with professional and peer 

advisors

Navigating course options and 
learning about requirements

Continuing group and individual 
advising

Enrolling in Fall courses

Closing SOAR programming



You’ll build a schedule based on your individual interests.



Courses are just one piece of the bigger picture!

Your Wisconsin Experience

Your Major

Volunteering 

Student jobs 
Internships 

Community 
involvement 

Study abroad 

Leadership 
opportunities 

Research 
experience 

Personal 
relationships

…and more!



College of Engineering
Mead Witter School 

of Music
College of Letters & 
Science - HONORS

College of Letters and Science

Cross-College Advising Service

College of Agricultural and Life 
Sciences

Wisconsin School of Business

School of Human Ecology

School of Pharmacy

School of Nursing

Admission Required

School of Education

Open to any interested 
students



I’m pretty sure I know my major

I’m interested in 2+ majors in the SAME
advising group

I’m undecided about my major 

I’m interested in 2+ majors in DIFFERENT
advising groups

I have questions before I decide

Leave with 
that advising 

group

Leave with
Cross-College 

Advising 
Service
(CCAS)

How to 
choose a

SOAR 
Advising 

Group



Pre-med and pre-law aren’t on the list of majors. What should I do?

Common questions from new students

The major I want has two advising groups listed. What should I do?

What if I received a scholarship from a school or college?

What if I change my mind after SOAR?



Stay in your seats
until your advising group is called

Sort your belongings
Students will need their academic materials

Prepare for dismissal

1
2



College of 
Engineering

Mead Witter 
School of Music

College of 
Letters & 

Science - Honors

College of Letters and 
Science

Cross-College Advising 
Service

College of Agricultural and Life 
Sciences

Wisconsin School of 
Business

School of Human Ecology

School of Pharmacy

School of Nursing

Admission Required

School of Education

Open to any interested students

Take a 
moment 
to make 

your 
Advising 

Group 
selection



College of 
Engineering

Letters and 
Science 
Honors 
Program

Now Dismissing
For students directly admitted to these groups



School of 
Pharmacy

College of 
Agricultural & 
Life Sciences

School of 
Education

Now Dismissing
Open to all interested students



School of 
Human 
Ecology

School of 
Nursing

Wisconsin 
School of 
Business

Now Dismissing
Open to all interested students



2 options for students in the College of Letters & Science:

I’m interested in 2+ majors in L&S

I’m interested in 2+ majors in different 
schools or colleges

Cross-College Advising ServiceL&S Academic Advising Services 

I’m interested in Engineering

I know my major in L&S

I am an admitted student in the Mead 
Witter School of Music

I’m undecided about my major



One last thing…



Letters & Science 
Academic Advising 

Services 

Now Dismissing

Mead Witter
School of Music



Now Dismissing

Cross-College 
Advising Service 

(CCAS)



Stages of College Transition
brilliantly displayed by characters from a popular series



Supporting Your Students 
Through Transition

Presented by 
UW–Madison Student Affairs



Purpose of Session

• Understanding how student well-being 
is critical to academic success.

• Insight on key developmental issues 
among students today.

• How we are committed to working with 
your students and you to help them be 
successful.

• What resources we offer to assist your 
student and you.



Borgman, Jim. “Can you relate?” Cincinnati Enquirer. August 20, 2006.



• Experiencing a just and caring 
community.

• Feeling a sense of belonging.

• Achieving academic success.

• Attaining personal success.

What is Student Success?



Our Goal is…
to challenge and support your student to achieve their goals, 

become a responsible adult, and graduate from the 
University of Wisconsin.



Learn more: 
studentaffairs.wisc.edu



We enhance and support the academic mission

• Each student is unique, has worth and dignity.
• Personal circumstances, out-of-classroom environments, and feelings affect 

thinking and learning.
Well-being

• Student involvement enhances learning.
• Students must have the freedom to doubt and question.
• Students should learn effective citizenship.

Involvement

• All members of our community deserve to feel welcome, valued, and safe.
• A supportive and friendly community life helps students learn.
• A student’s choices can impact their community.

Community



Developmental Stages 
for Students

Taken from A. Chickering “Seven Vectors”



Considerations for You

• Your changing role

• Having confidence in your student

• Managing emotions

• Staying connected



Student Health and Well-being while 
Transitioning to UW–Madison

Healthy Decisions

• Nutrition

• Exercise

• Sleep

• Managing time well

• Finding community

Unhealthy Decisions

• Significant changes to sleep or health habits

• Social distractions or isolation

• Overuse of technology

• Alcohol or drug misuse



Alcohol and Other Drug Use: 
Unintended and Lasting Consequences
• Students use alcohol and other drugs for fun, to 

experiment, and to connect with others.

• Alcohol consumption and drug use are more 
complicated than ever before.

• Most students do not intend to cause harm to 
others but may not understand the impact of 
their choices.

• You can help your student clarify their values 
and to know their options.





What is Consent?
View online: 

go.wisc.edu/consent



When Students Make Mistakes

• We want them to learn from them, move forward, and be successful.

• Accountability through student conduct policies, court system, and classroom.

• Federal guidelines (FERPA) restrict how much we can share with parents.  
However, we will contact you if we have concerns.

• Talk to your student. Having a purpose and a plan at UW will help them be 
successful.

• No one knows your student better than you. Trust your instincts. Reach 
out with concerns, problems, and worries about your student or others.



Building Resiliency

Key Factors

• Self-management

• Self-control

• Grit

• Seek help

Source: Hibbs and Rostain. The Stressed Years of Their Lives.



Important Resources

Safety and Health (24/7)
University Police

• Non-emergency: 608-264-COPS 
• Personal safety: WiscGuardian app

University Health Services
• After-hours Nurse: 

608-265-5600 (option 1)
• Mental Health Crisis Services: 

608-265-5600 (option 9)

General Assistance
Dean of Students Office:
608-263-5700

Parent and Family Program:
877-262-3977



On, Wisconsin!


